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Some 300 or more black 
friends and supporters of 
Ralph Edward Featherstone, 
one of two men who died in a 
car " explosion near 'Bel Air, 
Md.,' early Monday' morning, 
attended his funeral here yes- 
terday. 

Among those present at the 
closed ceremony for the black 
militant leader were Georgia 
state legislator Julian Bond, a 
former associate of Feather- 
stone’s in the Student Na- 
tional (formerly ’Nonviolent) 
Coordinating C o m m i 1 1 fe e 
(SNCC); the Rev. Walter E. 
Fauntroy, former vice chair- 
man of the Washington City 
Council, and New York black 
activist James Forman. 

Those who crowded into the 
Stewart Funeral Home, 4001 
Benning Rd.. NE, for the serv- 
ices, heard the 30-year-old 
Featherstone eulogized as a 
man who brought a “religious” 
dedication," to his work for 
black activist causes. A choral 
group sang selections that in- 
cluded an African chant. 

Only one white man, who 
was -unidentified, was allowed 
to : attend the funeral. White 
reporters and photographers 
were told 1 that Featherstone’s 
family had requested that 
white newsmen be excluded. 
Black newsmen were admitted 
on the understanding that 
they take no pictures and 
write no accounts of the fu- 
neral. 

Jean Elizabeth Wiley, owner 
of the car in which Feather- 
stone and his companion, 26- 
year-old William H. . Payne, 
died, explained the family’s 
wishes to black newsmen. “If 
you come in as a brother of 
Ralnh Featherstone, fine, but 
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leave your notebooks and youi 
cameras behind,” she said. 

Both black and white pho- 
tographers standing outside 
the ; funeral home were in- 
structed not to take, or to stop 
taking, pictures. They com- 
piled. 

- One white reporter sta- 
tioned nearby had his note- 
book grabbed from his hand 
by an unidentified Negro male 
who told him to leave. 

William Kuntsler, lawyer 
for Featherstone’s friend, H. 
Rap Brown, in the Bel Air 
court case originally sched- 
uled for the day of the car ex- 
plosion, was briefly present at 
the funeral home. He was 
warmly greeted outside by fu- 
neral guests, including Miss 
Wiley. Kuntsler talked with 
reporters briefly and then left 
to return, he said, to New 
York, from where he had 
flown earlier in the day. J 


